Lipedema:
A Choice Between Fiscal Responsibility and Preventable High-Cost Care

Est.1in 10 Women

Stage 1& 2 - Early Intervention \ / Stage 3 & 4 - Late-Stage Crisis Care
ESTIMATED ANNUAL COST: ESTIMATED CRISIS COST:
$1,500 - $3,000 per year $65,000 - $120,000+ total
(Fully covered conservative care (Completely preventable system
prevents progression) shock due to medical misdiagnosis)
e Custom Compression Garments: e Multi-Stage Specialized Surgeries:
~$500 - $1,000/year (2 sets) $30,000 - $60,000 (3to 4
required surgeries at $10,000-
e Manual Lymphatic Drainage $15,000+ each for legs, abdomen,
(MLD): ~$800 - $1,200/year arms)
(Maintenance therapy)
e Total Joint Replacements:

$35,000 - $50,000 (Knee/hip
replacements due to orthostatic
joint breakdown caused by the
weight of untreated Lipedema)

* Pneumatic Compression Pump:
~$1,000 (One-time cost, lasts
years)

e Wound Care & Lymphedema
Therapy: $5,000+ (Treating skin
ulcerations and permanent
lymphatic failure)

The Financial Reality:

This is a predictable, low-cost
preventative investment that

keeps women mobile, healthy,
and active in the workforce.

Covering basic tools and early through lost workforce
therapy helps halt disease participation and state-
progression. funded disability.

The Financial Reality:
Insurers avoid a small cost
today, but taxpayers pay
the price tomorrow

The Status Quo is Bad Fiscal Policy:
Insurers deny a $500 compression garment today, only to be forced to pay for a

$50,000 joint replacement and permanent disability support tomorrow.
Early diagnosis doesn't cost the system money; it saves the system millions.
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